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Salvete v’omnes! 
    It is my pleasure to present this guide to you as a resource in further 
understanding NJCL National Convention, and hopefully a tool in 
convincing you to join myself and other GJCLers as we journey westward 
to Troy University this summer. In this packet, you will find personal 
narratives from your new officers who have attended, as well as further 
information regarding the convention, why one should attend, as well as a 
promotional video created by GJCL’s very own National JCL Historian, Eric 
Wang! 

    Personally, I have found National Convention to be a very enlightening 
experience that provided a lot of rewarding encounters and opportunities 
to expand my leadership. I was able to meet and interact with students 
from all across the nation which was the first time I was able to experience 
an event at a national level and such a large scope. I was also able to form 
stronger bonds with delegates from the state of Georgia, and I am thankful 
for the friendships and memories I share with them. 

    National Convention, in my opinion, is a great time to be surrounded by 
the intellectually best and the brightest from across the nation and learn 
from their experiences as well as contribute yours to the overall better 
of the JCL. It also allows you to explore your interests within the Classics 
(Where my history nerds at?) or even just relax in a fun environment while 
being surrounded by friends.  

    Personally, it is the highlight of my year and I’m counting down the days 
I will be able to attend the next one, create new memories, and share new 
experiences. I hope that what I’ve said, as well as what can be found in this 
packet, will be enough to convince you to join myself and the rest of Georgia 
at Troy University from Monday, July 24- Saturday, July 29th. If you have any 
questions, feel free to contact the most recent officers, talk to your teacher, 
or just talk to friends who have attended before! I cannot wait to see you as 
we venture to Troy this summer. 

E Corde,

Michael Banks



ABOUT NJCL 
CONVENTION

NJCL convention is a 5-day, over-night 
experience that allows delegates to 
experience the festivities of a state 

convention at a National level. 

Due to the location of the convention, 
delegates will be travelling to Troy University 
with the rest of the Georgia delegation. 
Troy University has been generous 
enough to accommodate delegates and 
the NJCL at a much lower cost than what 
is usually required for one to attend an 
NJCL Convention, and therefore the cost of 
attendance is 395 dollars(as opposed to the 
595$ of years past). The proximity of Georgia 
to Troy is also very rare and makes traveling 
costs lower than in the previous year at 
Indiana University. 

The convention offers a myriad of events 
from studying Classical Art to testing their 
knowledge of Ancient society, history, and 
the principles of the Latin language. Students 
also have the opportunity to partake in a 
variety of sporting events both as individuals 
and as a team including but not limited 
to: long jump, distance runs and sprints, 
swimming, ultimate Frisbee, basketball, and 
volleyball. The convention allows students an 
opportunity to pursue a variety of different 
outlets as well as providing them with a 
certain degree of independence and freedom 
as they express their love for the Classics.  

National Convention also allows delegates 
the opportunity to showcase their spirit 
for their state with fellow delegates in an 
atmosphere that creates camaraderie and 
allows one to feel a sense of solidarity with 
others through a love of the Classics. 

Though delegates have the freedom to 
determine their own schedules at National 
convention, delegates will be required 
to attend the General Assemblies held at 
Troy University and it is recommended 
that delegates find something that interest 
them prior to convention in The Tentative 
Schedule located on the NJCL website as to 
ensure they are successful in whatever they 
endeavor.  

The Convention will also allow delegates 
the opportunity to attend leadership and 
Classics based workshops, so delegates who 
are interested in leading at the local, state, or 
even national level in the future are highly 
recommended to attend such workshops. 
Generally, these workshops will be run 
by the National Committee Members and 
National officers and delegates will be able 
to confer with both those officers as well 
as state and local officers from across the 
nation in order to collect ideas and initiatives 
which they feel they could implement in 
their local communities. 

The convention officially starts and ends 
from Monday, July 24- Saturday, July 29th. 
PreConvention housing has yet to be 
decided.* 

Overall, it is a great opportunity to get 
away from home, be with JCLers who you 
otherwise would not see, and expand your 
drive and motivation towards leadership 
within the GJCL. 

*This will be decided at a later date by the 
GJCL Committee. 
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10 REASONS WHY YOU 
SHOULD GO THIS YEAR

              EXPERIENCE 
                 National Convention is a 
phenomenal experience away from 
home that allows one to feel a sense of 
independence as well as being surrounded 
by friends. It is a great opportunity to gain 
part of the “college experience” as delegates 
do stay in the dorms of an accredited 
college, and delegates stay on the college 
campus over the course of five days. It is 
also one of the very few events offered to 
students that allow them to meet individuals 
from all across the nation and interact over 
with individuals on such a large scale.

 

                

                PEOPLE
                      Everyone has their different interests 
here. Some people are very athletic, while 
others are extremely artistic. Some people 
even destroy others in their knowledge 
of ancient Rome and have the ability to 
win every test and earn every tossup in a 
Certamen matchup(I’m looking at you Bryan 
Wu!). Everyone has their different talents, 
but everyone comes together in their love for 
Latin. I have yet to meet someone I did not 
like through JCL, and National Convention 
allows me to meet even more amazingly kind 
people.

                     
                  

                SPIRIT
                  It is the perfect chance to get hype! 
If you think the spirit contest at state 
convention is intense, come to national 
convention where you can see the rivalries 
really boil up. If you and a friend from 
another school are competitive rivals in the 
spirit contest, now is a great time to come 
together and support the best of the 50 states 
(Georgia). Even if you’re quiet natured, you’ll 
be screaming your lungs out with friends 
as Georgia takes home gold in the spirit 
competition.

                 LEADERSHIP
                  If you are looking to bring back fresh 
new ideas to your local chapter, this is the 
place to be! NJCL convention will house the 
state officers and leaders from more than 40 
states, and many of the individuals present 
are officers in their local communities as 
well.

The convention also provides workshops 
specifically designed to enhance one's 
leadership characteristics and allow one 
to collaborate with individuals from across 
the nation to communicate and execute 
initiatives within one’s own state.
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              COST 

           The price of this upcoming national 
convention is significantly lower. With a price 
that usually ranges upwards to even $600, 
the cost for this year is only $395. For five 
days of food, bedrooms, and activities, this 
is a very good deal as the starting price for 
Nationals 2016 was $495 accounting for early 
registration. If costs are still an issue, GJCL 
and NJCL offer a variety of scholarships that 
allow one to attend the convention with the 
packet and trip almost entirely paid for. If you 
miss the deadline for these, please reach out 
to myself, a sponsor, an officer, or anyone else 
who has attended as they would most likely 
be more than glad to help come up with ideas 
for fundraising.
                                      
                   
                   LOCATION 

                   This year’s convention will be held 
at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. Troy 
is very close to the Georgia border, so the 
commute to Troy will only be between 3.5 
hours with  a lunch stop(as opposed to the 8 
hour drive broke up into four hour segments 
when GJCL traveled to IU). It is also just far 
enough that one will feel truly away from 
home rather than close enough to where 
parents could not drop in(*cough cough* 
Emory).

                    ATHLETICS, ARTS, 
                   &  ACTIVITIES 

                  NJCL convention offers a plethora 
of different activities that appeal to the 
various interests of GJCLers. If you are not 
necessarily wanting to spend your whole 
week doing the mental brain game of the 
testing blocks, that’s ok! NJCL convention 
offers a variety of solo and team sports that

will allow you to showcase your athletic 
process in front of your peers. If you’re 
unathletic and get winded going up the 
stairs (like me), that’s also ok! NJCL offers 
a variety of art contests, as well as a talent 
competition for those that are musically 
inclined.

                   CLOTHES 

                   If you love the bazaars at state con 
with the Flocci non Facio Frah and SPQR 
shirts, you’ll be overwhelmed at National 
Convention. Every state has a booth where 
they are able to sell JCL themed shirts, 
headbands, sunglasses, fanny packs, and 
all other types of merchandise that you can 
bring back to your school to show off your 
true love for the Classics. This is one of the 
most popular parts of NJCL Convention, and 
it's generally where delegates tend to lose the 
most money.

                  DANCES 

                  Now you have an opportunity 
to show off those killer dance moves you 
weren’t able to at the state con dances! 
NJCL convention offers dances 4 of the 5 
nights in which we are at Troy (Gotta save 
one night for That’s Entertainment) and 
every night offers an opportunity to have 
fun and get hype with friends.

                      LATIN
                     Possibly the most obvious 
reason on this list, you should go to 
National Convention because YOU JUST 
LOVE LATIN!!! National Convention is 
a time to sing the praises of Rome and 
further explore your love for the Classics 
and what they have to offer. If you even 
remotely like Latin, you’ll want to be at 
National Convention.
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Things to do
at the Convention

     Required Events 
• General Assembly I-V 

• State Fellowship 

• Roman Procession 

• Spirit Contests 

      Academic & Election               
     Related  
• English Oratory 

• Latin Oratory

• Testing Blocks(See NJCL Website) 

• Essay Contest 

• Open Certamen 

• Sight Latin 

• Dramatic Interpretation 

• Academic Decathlon 

• Certamen (must try-out at the 
state level) 

• Political/NJCL Officer Elections 

• Nominations Committee  

• Officer Meet and Greet 

• Meet the Candidates 

• Open Forum 

      Arts & Sports
• Graphic Arts

• Impromptu Arts

• That’s Entertainment Auditions 

• Scrapbook/Art Viewings 

• Costume Contest 

• NJCL Chorus/Choir 

• Olympika/Ludi 

• Track and Field(Includes 
distances from 50 meter to 400 
meter, field events includes 
softball throw and long jump) 

• Marathon/Distance Running 

• Basketball

• Swimming

• Ultimate Frisbee 

• Soccer 

• Ludi Chess 

     Miscellaneous 
• Movie(s) 

• Dances 

• Games 

• Colloquia Sessions 

• Scavenger Hunt 

• Team Trivia 



Wise Words from Officers
The 2016 NJCL Convention was my first National Convention, and it 
was absolutely amazing. I truly bonded with the members of the GJCL in 
those few short days and even got to become friends from other states! 
From the first general assembly all the way to the bus ride home, it 
was an incredible experience! I gained a lot of insight from attending 
the 2016 NJCL convention. helping to make Georgia's props, attending 
colloquia, and even just looking at everyone else during the general 
assemblies and the Roman procession served as an inspiration for leading 
my own school chapter in spirit during state convention and eventually 
encouraged me to run for GJCL second vice president.                                            
                                  Michelle Cho (2nd Vice President)

National Convention, aka the greatest week of your life!! It's basically 
a 5-day state convention, but maybe even better. After seeing all the 
state officers from all over the country, I realized I also wanted to 
lead my delegation in cheer and represent this organization for what it 
is, and I now know that going to nat con really gave me the drive to 
run for office and that's where I strived to be my best. I've met my 
best friends there, from California to Massachusetts. I hope that you 
all try to come out this year to Troy, Alabama!    
                                                Lucy Ku (Historian)

Natcon was truly a magical experience. I met like minded people from 
all over the country. Not only did I connect with complete strangers, 
but I also got to know my friends on a whole other level.                              
                                     Lucas Kuan (1st Vice President)

Last year was my first National convention, and I think it was really 
quite special because of the sense of fellowship that rose up within 
our Georgia chapter. Classic school rivalries disappeared, and it was 
pretty amazing how suddenly we were united under our Georgia pride! 
I think national convention can be such a valuable experience because 
it was this feeling of camaraderie that first drove me to forge new 
friendships outside of my school and helped me discover so much about 
the diversity of the JCL experience throughout our state. Also, it was 
at National Convention that I experienced first hand that water and 
cereal truly do not taste good together.           
                                           Seong Ryoo (Webmaster)
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Salvete Omnes, There are many ways you could spend your summer, 
but I hope you will join the GJCL delegation from July 24th to 
29th at the 2017 National Junior Classical League Convention in 
Troy University, Alabama. As a national JCL officer, I know firsthand 
all the work that is put into making national convention an amazing 
time for all JCL delegates. In fact, ever since last October, the 
other officers and I have been hard at work organizing workshops, 
planning events, and working with the Alabama JCL delegation. I am 
confident that for you all, convention will be five days where you 
can hang out with old friends and make new ones, learn new things, 
and create lasting memories. Four years later, I still remember my 
first national convention, and personally, I can’t fathom a summer 
without it. I can’t wait to see you all there! E Corde, 
                                      Eric Wang (NJCL Historian)

My first nationals is where I met the Triple Entente, also known 
as Chris, Daniel, and Raahul. Over the next two years, I've grown 
much closer to them at the following State Convention and National 
Convention. The capstone was at Indiana Nationals, where we spent 
every night talking and messing around. There, the Entente expanded 
to include Nic, Daniel, and others. If I hadn't gone to San Antonio, 
I never would have met these three fools.   
                                       Kevin Fan (Parliamentarian)

If you enjoyed State Convention this year (which I hope you did!) 
you should definitely consider coming to Nationals with us! It’s 
approximately 1.7 times the length of State convention, but it’s 
much more than 1.7 times the fun! Not only are there many more 
competitions, workshops, and events to participate in, you also get 
to meet so many wonderful and passionate people from across the 
country. For those of you interested in JCL politics, NJCL politics 
are so exciting, and, for those of you interested in hitting up the 
dances, the dances are utterly fantastic (and all in very good taste)! 
The bazaar is huge and filled to the brim with awesome (and cheap!) 
books, pins, T-shirts, and JCL fanny packs. Above all, at least for 
me, you get to be part of the Georgia delegation! We are one of 
the biggest and most active delegations at every NJCL convention, 
and, coming from an extra-small GJCL delegation, it was so much 
fun to be a part of such a big, spirited, and loving group last 
Nationals. I can’t wait to go again and hang out with all of you! :D
                                            Mina Yu (Secretary)       



PROMOTIONAL VIDEO
Still need convincing? Our wonderful NJCL Historian 
Eric Wang made this promotional video  to capture all 
the fun of National Convention when it was held at 
Trinity University in 2015.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiWzKpztQ1U

